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According to Mark Linton, owner/designer at Linton’s 
Enchanted Gardens in Elkhart, “homeowners who 

want their homes to make a strong first impression must make 
curb appeal a top priority.”  Mark explains that this can be 
accomplished through many simple additions to the home’s 
exterior.  “I first recommend that the homeowner step back 
and view their property from the street and assess what the 
home’s exterior is communicating to them.  If what they see 
is over-grown trees and shrubs that are hiding an otherwise 
attractive home, then the first thing to do is to prune and 
trim the foundation plantings.  If all that they see is green, 
then splashes of color should be added by the installation of 
flowering trees, shrubs and perennial flowers.”

Homes with strong curb appeal provide a welcoming feeling 
to visitors right off the bat, and as a result, sell faster! Improving 
curb appeal need not be expensive, and the following are a 
handful of ways that Mark suggests to improve the appearance 
of your home:

• Install a colorful silk wreath, a swag, and  a coordinating 
front door mat, along with a decorative flag and a mailbox 
wrap to add splashes of color.

• Consider painting your front door and shutters a bright 
vibrant color to stand out and welcome your guests.

• Maintain your existing landscape.  Pull weeds, power 
edge along sidewalks and drives.  Remove fallen leaves 
and branches. Apply fertilizer and weed killer to your 
lawn.  A little bit of maintenance to your lawn and 
landscape will go a long way!

• Add outdoor lighting to highlight your homes’ features, 
which will also make your  home more inviting and safer 
at night.

• Install potted annual flowers, in groupings, to add 
additional splashes of color, and to coordinate with your 
homes exterior.

• Topdress existing landscape beds with fresh bark or 
stone ground cover.

• Remove and replace old cracked sidewalks with paving 
bricks to provide a welcoming look.

• If your home doesn’t have many trees, considering adding 
both shade and ornamental trees.

• If your home’s landscaping is over twenty years old, then it 
is probably time to remove and replace your landscaping. 
This will dramatically update the look of your home.

• If the scope of the work is beyond what you are able to 
do yourself, then call and hire a professional.  According 
to local real estate experts, a professionally landscaped 
home will add over 10% to the value of your home.  Real 
estate experts agree that professional landscaping is  a  
great investment for your home!

Linton’s Enchanted Gardens was voted by the Elkhart Truth 
readers as the area’s favorite Home and Garden Center and also 
the area’s favorite landscape contractor.  Landscape estimates 
are offered free of charge, and the firm offers a Do It Yourself 
Program.

FallCurb Appeal

October 11-12 and 18-19  

Fall Release
Roswell at Linton’s? No, but it is a “Restricted Area” for serious UFO (Unusual Flowering Objects) plant collectors! At 
the landing gear of the alien space ship you’ll find the products from our ‘Research Facility’ in Bristol. The cover-up has 
been blown and the whistle-blowers have demanded we disclose the presence of these results to the public. This area, 
previously off-limits, has been opened up to customers classified as ‘Top Plant Collectors.’ We are seeking ‘test sights’ 
to help our Research Facility. Each UFO has been properly identified and tagged with its unique statistics. Test Sights 
will be charged a fee to obtain the UFOs to cover discovery and development costs.

UFO!
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Dear M
r. Smarty,

W
ith all the rain we’ve had so far this 

year, I am having trouble with my yard 
and garden areas.  New wet areas, and no 
place to drain.  W

hat am I to do?  
 

- Signed, At W
et’s End

PUMPKIN BOWLING was a SMASHING success! We are again partnering with 
ADEC, Inc. and the Elkhart Truth for our annual Pumpkin Bowl,  October 11 & 12 and 
October 18 & 19. Come to our straw bale bowling alley, grab a pumpkin and ‘bowl’. 
The lane is set up all weekend, pumpkins are only $2, and 100% of the proceeds go to 
ADEC, Inc! The best part is that you get to bowl until your pumpkin breaks up. Pumpkin 

Bowling is fun whether you are 4 or 84! 
ADEC, Inc helps community members open their hearts, minds and doors 
by providing opportunities and inclusion for those we serve. By enhancing 
the lives of people with disabilities, we enrich our communities through the 
diversity that comes from inclusion.

So, grab your ‘bowling shoes’ and help us raise funds and awareness for 
ADEC, Inc!
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Floral Trends
By Ruth Linton

Have you been asking ‘What the forecasters’ have in mind for late 
2014 and 2015 floral trends?’ Be on track with accessorizing and, as an 
alternative to silver and gold, look for brass to come into its own. With 
its warm color, polish, and weight, brass gives a modern, yet classic allure.

Secondly, expect interior decor to reflect graceful arches, intricate 
geometries, and calligraphic lines. Home furnishings, textiles, tabletops 
and accessories will pay homage to designs from lower Spain, Northern 
Africa and the Arabian Peninsula. Choices will be classic and playful, lush 
and lyrical, foreign yet familiar.

Tight, scaled down prints will draw inspiration from floral and nature 
motifs. You may use multiple, tiny, related, yet different patterns, with 
same color background.  Color choices will reflect greens and earth tones; 
American accents and a woodsy mood.

Kind Words  
from our Customers

“You folks do everything right!, very rare 
nowadays. Keep up the great work.” 

- John Edwards

“Lyuba helped us in the Garden Centre. She 
was very knowledgeable and helpful. She is an 
asset to your business!” 

- Margaret Panelli

“Just wanted to thank you and your staff for a 
great experience yesterday. Lunch was great, my 
niece enjoyed the animals, my Mom enjoyed the 
gift shop, and my sister enjoyed it all! I want you 
to know that Amy was especially nice to take 
time to show me around the tree area after I let 
her know what I was looking for and seemed to 
be able to answer more of my questions. What 
she did not know, she was able to locate and 
answer quickly” 

- Deb Jones 

“Thank you for your fantastic attention to our 
landscape needs for our daughter’s graduation 
open house this weekend. We are thrilled with 
the results- your staff was competent, friendly 
and helpful. We couldn’t be happier that 13 
years ago we chose Linton’s to design and 
install landscaping for our new home. Thank you 
for honoring our relationship with this special, 
speedy treatment. Please pass along our huge 
thanks and appreciation.” 

- Jenni and Andy Wysong

Wedding Consultation 
As a service to our customers, Linton’s offers 

complimentary wedding consultations. 
Please call Ruth Linton at 293-9699  

to set up your appointment.

What Everyone Wants to Know

315 CR 17 (at Beck Drive) 
ELKHART
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By Jackie Weiss, Garden Centre Manager
If you want or need more shade, or maybe just want 

to add a flowering ornamental tree to your landscape, or 
want to add some height to your property, trees are an 
excellent addition to your yard. There are hundreds of 
varieties of Deciduous and Evergreen trees from which 
to select.

First you need to narrow down your ultimate goal. 
Shade, color, and height all need to be considered. Do you 
want a Deciduous or Evergreen tree? Is the tree going to 
be planted near buildings, power lines, or underground 

utilities? Size and shape will play a deciding role. Is the 
site wet or dry? Some trees do well in moist soils, and 
take into consideration the pH balance as well! Linton’s 
sells soil testing kits in the Secret Garden that can help 
you determine what may need to be added to the soil to 
help your chosen tree. Once everything is decided, it’s 
time to select your tree! The Garden Centre staff at 
Linton’s Enchanted Gardens will happily help you find the 
perfect tree for your yard. Trees can be planted any time 
of the year as long as the soil is not frozen. There are 
considerations for each season.  

Since Linton’s grows all of their trees in containers, any 
time the ground isn’t frozen is a great time to plant, plus 
we back them up with our Two Year GuaranTree!

As always, Linton’s Garden Centre staff recommends 
using Fertilome Root Stimulator (essential for Linton’s 
two-year guarantree) to all new plantings. Fertilome Root 
Stimulator contains a minor amount of fertilizer, but it’s 
main ingredient is vitamin B1 which stimulates root growth 
much quicker than if left solely to ‘Mother Nature’. 

Do not prune your newly planted tree at this time 
except for broken and damaged branches. The roots 
need to re-establish themselves so watering is very 
important as well. Tree guards protect the bark of  small 
trees from both  rabbits and deer. Tree staking kits help it 
to grow straight and strong. Both are available at Linton’s 
Enchanted Gardens. 

Please remember to always ‘call before you dig’! It 
is always better to be safer than sorry, and it is a free 
service! The number is 811 (in Indiana and Michigan) 
and call at least forty-eight hours in advance. The utility 
crews will then come and mark the locations with a chalk 
that will eventually wash away.

Stop in at Linton’s Enchanted Gardens and let our 
garden centre staff help you find the perfect tree to 
enchance your home’s landscape, and give you the 
knowledge and supplies to keep it happy and healthy.

Trees have it made in the shade!

Following are some suggestions for trees in 
different uses:
FLOWERING TREES
Crabapples, Weeping Cherry, Dogwoods, Magnolia, and Flowering Pear

TREES FOR FALL COLOR
Maples, Sweetgums, Flowering Pear, and Amelanchiers

SHADE
Sycamore, Maples, Sweetgum, Beech, Tulip, and Oak

EVERGREEN
Spruce, Pine, Cypress, Juniper, Cedar, Firs and Arborvitae

Seasonal Décor 
Did you know Linton’s can decorate your home’s 

interior to reflect the season? Whether it is Spring, 
Summer, Fall or Winter, let our design team create 
an indoor living space that is as unique as you are! 
As always, our initial visit is complimentary.

October 11th - Adoptable Dogs 
from the Humane Society of 
Elkhart County 11am- 2pm

Pumpkin Patch
EXPRESS RIDES

Only $5.00  
and includes a pumpkin!

Good Neighbor Program

What it is: A program that allows 
Linton’s customers to designate a non-profit 
organization to receive $1 for every fresh floral 
purchase they make valued at $30 or more. 

How it works: Non- profit organizations 
register at the Linton’s customer service 
counter by giving the agency name, contact 
name, address, phone number and Tax I.D. 
number.

Customers who purchase a fresh floral 
arrangement inform Linton’s staff at the time 
of purchase which non-profit organization they 
would like their purchase to benefit. Offer is 
valid only at time of purchase, no retro-active 
donations will be made. 

Linton’s issues a check to the non-profit 
organization quarterly.

2



Floral Trends
By Ruth Linton

Have you been asking ‘What the forecasters’ have in mind for late 
2014 and 2015 floral trends?’ Be on track with accessorizing and, as an 
alternative to silver and gold, look for brass to come into its own. With 
its warm color, polish, and weight, brass gives a modern, yet classic allure.

Secondly, expect interior decor to reflect graceful arches, intricate 
geometries, and calligraphic lines. Home furnishings, textiles, tabletops 
and accessories will pay homage to designs from lower Spain, Northern 
Africa and the Arabian Peninsula. Choices will be classic and playful, lush 
and lyrical, foreign yet familiar.

Tight, scaled down prints will draw inspiration from floral and nature 
motifs. You may use multiple, tiny, related, yet different patterns, with 
same color background.  Color choices will reflect greens and earth tones; 
American accents and a woodsy mood.

Kind Words  
from our Customers

“You folks do everything right!, very rare 
nowadays. Keep up the great work.” 

- John Edwards

“Lyuba helped us in the Garden Centre. She 
was very knowledgeable and helpful. She is an 
asset to your business!” 

- Margaret Panelli

“Just wanted to thank you and your staff for a 
great experience yesterday. Lunch was great, my 
niece enjoyed the animals, my Mom enjoyed the 
gift shop, and my sister enjoyed it all! I want you 
to know that Amy was especially nice to take 
time to show me around the tree area after I let 
her know what I was looking for and seemed to 
be able to answer more of my questions. What 
she did not know, she was able to locate and 
answer quickly” 

- Deb Jones 

“Thank you for your fantastic attention to our 
landscape needs for our daughter’s graduation 
open house this weekend. We are thrilled with 
the results- your staff was competent, friendly 
and helpful. We couldn’t be happier that 13 
years ago we chose Linton’s to design and 
install landscaping for our new home. Thank you 
for honoring our relationship with this special, 
speedy treatment. Please pass along our huge 
thanks and appreciation.” 

- Jenni and Andy Wysong

Wedding Consultation 
As a service to our customers, Linton’s offers 

complimentary wedding consultations. 
Please call Ruth Linton at 293-9699  

to set up your appointment.

What Everyone Wants to Know

315 CR 17 (at Beck Drive) 
ELKHART

574/293-9699 • Lintons.com
Mon.-Fri. 8-7 • Sat. & Sun. 8-6

Linton's

AN EVENT LIKE NO OTHER!

Fall decorations 
available!

FALL FESTIVAL

FREE PETTING ZOO! 

October 11 & 12  • 18 & 19

Free Straw  
Bale Maze!

Pumpkin  
Bowling

Assembled by kids 
of all ages starting 

at $9.99

  Build your own 
SCARECROW!

Pumpkin patch  
& photo spot.

(bring your own camera)

Enjoy the tastes 
of fall

In our Garden Café

$2.00 donation.
Proceeds go to ADEC, Inc. 

Linton’s Hours
Monday -Friday 8:00am - 7:00pm 

Saturday & Sunday 8:00am - 6:00pm

By Jackie Weiss, Garden Centre Manager
If you want or need more shade, or maybe just want 

to add a flowering ornamental tree to your landscape, or 
want to add some height to your property, trees are an 
excellent addition to your yard. There are hundreds of 
varieties of Deciduous and Evergreen trees from which 
to select.

First you need to narrow down your ultimate goal. 
Shade, color, and height all need to be considered. Do you 
want a Deciduous or Evergreen tree? Is the tree going to 
be planted near buildings, power lines, or underground 

utilities? Size and shape will play a deciding role. Is the 
site wet or dry? Some trees do well in moist soils, and 
take into consideration the pH balance as well! Linton’s 
sells soil testing kits in the Secret Garden that can help 
you determine what may need to be added to the soil to 
help your chosen tree. Once everything is decided, it’s 
time to select your tree! The Garden Centre staff at 
Linton’s Enchanted Gardens will happily help you find the 
perfect tree for your yard. Trees can be planted any time 
of the year as long as the soil is not frozen. There are 
considerations for each season.  

Since Linton’s grows all of their trees in containers, any 
time the ground isn’t frozen is a great time to plant, plus 
we back them up with our Two Year GuaranTree!

As always, Linton’s Garden Centre staff recommends 
using Fertilome Root Stimulator (essential for Linton’s 
two-year guarantree) to all new plantings. Fertilome Root 
Stimulator contains a minor amount of fertilizer, but it’s 
main ingredient is vitamin B1 which stimulates root growth 
much quicker than if left solely to ‘Mother Nature’. 

Do not prune your newly planted tree at this time 
except for broken and damaged branches. The roots 
need to re-establish themselves so watering is very 
important as well. Tree guards protect the bark of  small 
trees from both  rabbits and deer. Tree staking kits help it 
to grow straight and strong. Both are available at Linton’s 
Enchanted Gardens. 

Please remember to always ‘call before you dig’! It 
is always better to be safer than sorry, and it is a free 
service! The number is 811 (in Indiana and Michigan) 
and call at least forty-eight hours in advance. The utility 
crews will then come and mark the locations with a chalk 
that will eventually wash away.

Stop in at Linton’s Enchanted Gardens and let our 
garden centre staff help you find the perfect tree to 
enchance your home’s landscape, and give you the 
knowledge and supplies to keep it happy and healthy.

Trees have it made in the shade!

Following are some suggestions for trees in 
different uses:
FLOWERING TREES
Crabapples, Weeping Cherry, Dogwoods, Magnolia, and Flowering Pear

TREES FOR FALL COLOR
Maples, Sweetgums, Flowering Pear, and Amelanchiers

SHADE
Sycamore, Maples, Sweetgum, Beech, Tulip, and Oak

EVERGREEN
Spruce, Pine, Cypress, Juniper, Cedar, Firs and Arborvitae

Seasonal Décor 
Did you know Linton’s can decorate your home’s 

interior to reflect the season? Whether it is Spring, 
Summer, Fall or Winter, let our design team create 
an indoor living space that is as unique as you are! 
As always, our initial visit is complimentary.

October 11th - Adoptable Dogs 
from the Humane Society of 
Elkhart County 11am- 2pm

Pumpkin Patch
EXPRESS RIDES

Only $5.00  
and includes a pumpkin!

Good Neighbor Program

What it is: A program that allows 
Linton’s customers to designate a non-profit 
organization to receive $1 for every fresh floral 
purchase they make valued at $30 or more. 

How it works: Non- profit organizations 
register at the Linton’s customer service 
counter by giving the agency name, contact 
name, address, phone number and Tax I.D. 
number.

Customers who purchase a fresh floral 
arrangement inform Linton’s staff at the time 
of purchase which non-profit organization they 
would like their purchase to benefit. Offer is 
valid only at time of purchase, no retro-active 
donations will be made. 

Linton’s issues a check to the non-profit 
organization quarterly.

2



Floral Trends
By Ruth Linton

Have you been asking ‘What the forecasters’ have in mind for late 
2014 and 2015 floral trends?’ Be on track with accessorizing and, as an 
alternative to silver and gold, look for brass to come into its own. With 
its warm color, polish, and weight, brass gives a modern, yet classic allure.

Secondly, expect interior decor to reflect graceful arches, intricate 
geometries, and calligraphic lines. Home furnishings, textiles, tabletops 
and accessories will pay homage to designs from lower Spain, Northern 
Africa and the Arabian Peninsula. Choices will be classic and playful, lush 
and lyrical, foreign yet familiar.

Tight, scaled down prints will draw inspiration from floral and nature 
motifs. You may use multiple, tiny, related, yet different patterns, with 
same color background.  Color choices will reflect greens and earth tones; 
American accents and a woodsy mood.

Kind Words  
from our Customers

“You folks do everything right!, very rare 
nowadays. Keep up the great work.” 

- John Edwards

“Lyuba helped us in the Garden Centre. She 
was very knowledgeable and helpful. She is an 
asset to your business!” 

- Margaret Panelli

“Just wanted to thank you and your staff for a 
great experience yesterday. Lunch was great, my 
niece enjoyed the animals, my Mom enjoyed the 
gift shop, and my sister enjoyed it all! I want you 
to know that Amy was especially nice to take 
time to show me around the tree area after I let 
her know what I was looking for and seemed to 
be able to answer more of my questions. What 
she did not know, she was able to locate and 
answer quickly” 

- Deb Jones 

“Thank you for your fantastic attention to our 
landscape needs for our daughter’s graduation 
open house this weekend. We are thrilled with 
the results- your staff was competent, friendly 
and helpful. We couldn’t be happier that 13 
years ago we chose Linton’s to design and 
install landscaping for our new home. Thank you 
for honoring our relationship with this special, 
speedy treatment. Please pass along our huge 
thanks and appreciation.” 

- Jenni and Andy Wysong

Wedding Consultation 
As a service to our customers, Linton’s offers 

complimentary wedding consultations. 
Please call Ruth Linton at 293-9699  

to set up your appointment.

What Everyone Wants to Know

315 CR 17 (at Beck Drive) 
ELKHART

574/293-9699 • Lintons.com
Mon.-Fri. 8-7 • Sat. & Sun. 8-6

Linton's

AN EVENT LIKE NO OTHER!

Fall decorations 
available!

FALL FESTIVAL

FREE PETTING ZOO! 

October 11 & 12  • 18 & 19

Free Straw  
Bale Maze!

Pumpkin  
Bowling

Assembled by kids 
of all ages starting 

at $9.99

  Build your own 
SCARECROW!

Pumpkin patch  
& photo spot.

(bring your own camera)

Enjoy the tastes 
of fall

In our Garden Café

$2.00 donation.
Proceeds go to ADEC, Inc. 

Linton’s Hours
Monday -Friday 8:00am - 7:00pm 

Saturday & Sunday 8:00am - 6:00pm

By Jackie Weiss, Garden Centre Manager
If you want or need more shade, or maybe just want 

to add a flowering ornamental tree to your landscape, or 
want to add some height to your property, trees are an 
excellent addition to your yard. There are hundreds of 
varieties of Deciduous and Evergreen trees from which 
to select.

First you need to narrow down your ultimate goal. 
Shade, color, and height all need to be considered. Do you 
want a Deciduous or Evergreen tree? Is the tree going to 
be planted near buildings, power lines, or underground 

utilities? Size and shape will play a deciding role. Is the 
site wet or dry? Some trees do well in moist soils, and 
take into consideration the pH balance as well! Linton’s 
sells soil testing kits in the Secret Garden that can help 
you determine what may need to be added to the soil to 
help your chosen tree. Once everything is decided, it’s 
time to select your tree! The Garden Centre staff at 
Linton’s Enchanted Gardens will happily help you find the 
perfect tree for your yard. Trees can be planted any time 
of the year as long as the soil is not frozen. There are 
considerations for each season.  

Since Linton’s grows all of their trees in containers, any 
time the ground isn’t frozen is a great time to plant, plus 
we back them up with our Two Year GuaranTree!

As always, Linton’s Garden Centre staff recommends 
using Fertilome Root Stimulator (essential for Linton’s 
two-year guarantree) to all new plantings. Fertilome Root 
Stimulator contains a minor amount of fertilizer, but it’s 
main ingredient is vitamin B1 which stimulates root growth 
much quicker than if left solely to ‘Mother Nature’. 

Do not prune your newly planted tree at this time 
except for broken and damaged branches. The roots 
need to re-establish themselves so watering is very 
important as well. Tree guards protect the bark of  small 
trees from both  rabbits and deer. Tree staking kits help it 
to grow straight and strong. Both are available at Linton’s 
Enchanted Gardens. 

Please remember to always ‘call before you dig’! It 
is always better to be safer than sorry, and it is a free 
service! The number is 811 (in Indiana and Michigan) 
and call at least forty-eight hours in advance. The utility 
crews will then come and mark the locations with a chalk 
that will eventually wash away.

Stop in at Linton’s Enchanted Gardens and let our 
garden centre staff help you find the perfect tree to 
enchance your home’s landscape, and give you the 
knowledge and supplies to keep it happy and healthy.

Trees have it made in the shade!

Following are some suggestions for trees in 
different uses:
FLOWERING TREES
Crabapples, Weeping Cherry, Dogwoods, Magnolia, and Flowering Pear

TREES FOR FALL COLOR
Maples, Sweetgums, Flowering Pear, and Amelanchiers

SHADE
Sycamore, Maples, Sweetgum, Beech, Tulip, and Oak

EVERGREEN
Spruce, Pine, Cypress, Juniper, Cedar, Firs and Arborvitae

Seasonal Décor 
Did you know Linton’s can decorate your home’s 

interior to reflect the season? Whether it is Spring, 
Summer, Fall or Winter, let our design team create 
an indoor living space that is as unique as you are! 
As always, our initial visit is complimentary.

October 11th - Adoptable Dogs 
from the Humane Society of 
Elkhart County 11am- 2pm

Pumpkin Patch
EXPRESS RIDES

Only $5.00  
and includes a pumpkin!

Good Neighbor Program

What it is: A program that allows 
Linton’s customers to designate a non-profit 
organization to receive $1 for every fresh floral 
purchase they make valued at $30 or more. 

How it works: Non- profit organizations 
register at the Linton’s customer service 
counter by giving the agency name, contact 
name, address, phone number and Tax I.D. 
number.

Customers who purchase a fresh floral 
arrangement inform Linton’s staff at the time 
of purchase which non-profit organization they 
would like their purchase to benefit. Offer is 
valid only at time of purchase, no retro-active 
donations will be made. 

Linton’s issues a check to the non-profit 
organization quarterly.

2



OKTOBERFEST
Saturday &

 Sunday 
Oct. 4th &

 5th

Fall 
decorations 
available!

$5.00  
includes one pumpkin.

50%-90% off 
Select Items In The G

arden C
entre  

&
 Floral &

 Interior Décor ShoppeAssembled by kids
 of all ages starting at $9.99

Free straw
 bale m

aze!
Free Petting Zoo! 

Pumpkin patch
 and photo spot.

(bring your own camera)

  Build your own 
SCARECROW

!

Pum
pkin Patch

EXPRESS 
RIDES

Landscaping
Lawn Care

Nursery |  Garden Centre
Floral & Interior Décor Shoppe

Garden CaféLeaflet
Fall 2014

newsletter volume 20/ issue 3

Linton’s

Mr. Smarty Plants
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According to Mark Linton, owner/designer at Linton’s 
Enchanted Gardens in Elkhart, “homeowners who 

want their homes to make a strong first impression must make 
curb appeal a top priority.”  Mark explains that this can be 
accomplished through many simple additions to the home’s 
exterior.  “I first recommend that the homeowner step back 
and view their property from the street and assess what the 
home’s exterior is communicating to them.  If what they see 
is over-grown trees and shrubs that are hiding an otherwise 
attractive home, then the first thing to do is to prune and 
trim the foundation plantings.  If all that they see is green, 
then splashes of color should be added by the installation of 
flowering trees, shrubs and perennial flowers.”

Homes with strong curb appeal provide a welcoming feeling 
to visitors right off the bat, and as a result, sell faster! Improving 
curb appeal need not be expensive, and the following are a 
handful of ways that Mark suggests to improve the appearance 
of your home:

• Install a colorful silk wreath, a swag, and  a coordinating 
front door mat, along with a decorative flag and a mailbox 
wrap to add splashes of color.

• Consider painting your front door and shutters a bright 
vibrant color to stand out and welcome your guests.

• Maintain your existing landscape.  Pull weeds, power 
edge along sidewalks and drives.  Remove fallen leaves 
and branches. Apply fertilizer and weed killer to your 
lawn.  A little bit of maintenance to your lawn and 
landscape will go a long way!

• Add outdoor lighting to highlight your homes’ features, 
which will also make your  home more inviting and safer 
at night.

• Install potted annual flowers, in groupings, to add 
additional splashes of color, and to coordinate with your 
homes exterior.

• Topdress existing landscape beds with fresh bark or 
stone ground cover.

• Remove and replace old cracked sidewalks with paving 
bricks to provide a welcoming look.

• If your home doesn’t have many trees, considering adding 
both shade and ornamental trees.

• If your home’s landscaping is over twenty years old, then it 
is probably time to remove and replace your landscaping. 
This will dramatically update the look of your home.

• If the scope of the work is beyond what you are able to 
do yourself, then call and hire a professional.  According 
to local real estate experts, a professionally landscaped 
home will add over 10% to the value of your home.  Real 
estate experts agree that professional landscaping is  a  
great investment for your home!

Linton’s Enchanted Gardens was voted by the Elkhart Truth 
readers as the area’s favorite Home and Garden Center and also 
the area’s favorite landscape contractor.  Landscape estimates 
are offered free of charge, and the firm offers a Do It Yourself 
Program.

FallCurb Appeal

October 11-12 and 18-19  

Fall Release
Roswell at Linton’s? No, but it is a “Restricted Area” for serious UFO (Unusual Flowering Objects) plant collectors! At 
the landing gear of the alien space ship you’ll find the products from our ‘Research Facility’ in Bristol. The cover-up has 
been blown and the whistle-blowers have demanded we disclose the presence of these results to the public. This area, 
previously off-limits, has been opened up to customers classified as ‘Top Plant Collectors.’ We are seeking ‘test sights’ 
to help our Research Facility. Each UFO has been properly identified and tagged with its unique statistics. Test Sights 
will be charged a fee to obtain the UFOs to cover discovery and development costs.

UFO!

D
ear friend,  If you are sick of soggy feet, there are 

several solutions from
 which to choose.  W

ater problem
s 

m
ay be easily resolved by introducing a French drain, grassy 

swail or rain garden to m
anage water runoff. Excessive soil 

m
oisture swells and rots the root system

s of intolerant 
plants.  This wetness displaces oxygen in the soil pores and 
can cause suffocation.   Clay soils also need m

odification to 
be m

ore suitable for plant growth.   Raised beds, terraces, 
wet-weather beds, and rain gardens offer placem

ent for 
plant solutions. 

Plants that like dam
p to m

oderately m
oist soils are: 

Turtlehead, Astilbe, Cardinal Flower (Lobelia), Rose 
M

allow, m
ost Iris species, Bleeding Heart, Sweet spire, 

Inkberry, Sum
m

er sweet, Fothergilla, hardy H
ibiscus, and 

Cranberry Viburnum
. M

ore delicate m
oist-soil plants include:  

Hellebore, H
osta, and Forget-m

e-not, and som
e Ferns &

 
Epim

edium
s.

W
hen these are not an option in a prolonged subm

ersion 
situation, this selection of m

arginal-wet plants works 
too:  Buttonbush, Red &

 Yellow Twig D
ogwood shrub, 

W
interberry, Iris &

 Daylilies, and M
arsh M

arigold m
ay fit in 

just fine.  W
ear clogs too! - M

r. Sm
arty

Dear M
r. Smarty,

W
ith all the rain we’ve had so far this 

year, I am having trouble with my yard 
and garden areas.  New wet areas, and no 
place to drain.  W

hat am I to do?  
 

- Signed, At W
et’s End

PUMPKIN BOWLING was a SMASHING success! We are again partnering with 
ADEC, Inc. and the Elkhart Truth for our annual Pumpkin Bowl,  October 11 & 12 and 
October 18 & 19. Come to our straw bale bowling alley, grab a pumpkin and ‘bowl’. 
The lane is set up all weekend, pumpkins are only $2, and 100% of the proceeds go to 
ADEC, Inc! The best part is that you get to bowl until your pumpkin breaks up. Pumpkin 

Bowling is fun whether you are 4 or 84! 
ADEC, Inc helps community members open their hearts, minds and doors 
by providing opportunities and inclusion for those we serve. By enhancing 
the lives of people with disabilities, we enrich our communities through the 
diversity that comes from inclusion.

So, grab your ‘bowling shoes’ and help us raise funds and awareness for 
ADEC, Inc!

315 County Road 17 
ELKHART, IN 46516

574•293-9699 • 574•293•2764

Update your  
mailing preferences 
by scanning the 
code with your 
smart phone
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OKTOBERFEST
Saturday & Sunday 
Oct. 4th & 5th

Fall 
decorations 
available!

$5.00  
includes one pumpkin.

50%-90% off 
Select Items In The Garden Centre  
& Floral & Interior Décor Shoppe

Assembled by kids
 of all ages starting at $9.99

Free straw bale maze!
Free Petting Zoo! 

Pumpkin patch
 and photo spot.

(bring your own camera)

  Build your own 
SCARECROW!
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EXPRESS 

RIDES

L
an

d
sc

ap
in

g
L

aw
n

 C
ar

e
N

u
rs

er
y 

|  
G

ar
d

en
 C

en
tr

e
Fl

o
ra

l &
 In

te
ri

o
r 

D
éc

o
r 

Sh
o

p
p

e
G

ar
d

en
 C

af
é

L
eaf

let
F

all
 2

01
4

n
ew

sl
et

te
r 

vo
lu

m
e 

20
/ 

is
su

e 
3

L
int

on
’s

Mr. Smarty Plants

CL
IP 

& S
AV

E

O
ne

 p
er

 p
er

so
n.

 N
ot

 v
ali

d 
w

ith
 an

y 
ot

he
r 

of
fe

r. O
ff

er
 e

xp
ire

s O
ct

ob
er

 2
5,

 2
01

4

 F
RE

E 
CO

FF
EE

, T
EA

 
OR

 S
OF

T 
DR

IN
K 

W
IT

H 
AN

Y 
SA

LA
D 

OR
 S

AN
DW

IC
H 

PU
RC

HA
SE

CA
FÉ

 S
PE

CI
AL

T
he

CL
IP 

& S
AV

E

Va
lid

 O
ct

ob
er

 1
 - 

31
, 2

01
4

Su
pp

lie
s L

im
ite

d.
 L

im
it 

1.
Li

nt
on

s.c
om

FR
EE

 S
ED

UM
 P

LA
NT

W
IT

H 
AN

Y 
PU

RC
HA

SE
1 

G
all

on

SE
D

SP
AJ

#0
1R

+0
4 

 S
ED

ER
U

AN
#0

1+
05

AN EVENT LIKE NO OTHER!

315 CR 17 (at Beck Drive) 
ELKHART

574/293-9699 • Lintons.com
Mon.-Fri. 8-7 • Sat. & Sun. 8-6

A
cc

or
din

g 
to

 M
ar

k 
Li

nt
on

, o
wn

er
/d

es
ig

ne
r 

at
 L

int
on

’s 
En

ch
an

te
d 

G
ar

de
ns

 i
n 

El
kh

ar
t, 

“h
om

eo
wn

er
s 

wh
o 

wa
nt

 th
eir

 h
om

es
 to

 m
ak

e 
a 

st
ro

ng
 fi

rst
 im

pr
es

sio
n 

mu
st

 m
ak

e 
cu

rb
 a

pp
ea

l a
 t

op
 p

rio
rit

y.”
  

M
ar

k 
ex

pla
ins

 t
ha

t 
th

is 
ca

n 
be

 
ac

co
mp

lis
he

d 
th

ro
ug

h 
ma

ny
 s

im
ple

 a
dd

iti
on

s 
to

 t
he

 h
om

e’s
 

ex
te

rio
r. 

 “
I fi

rst
 re

co
mm

en
d 

th
at

 t
he

 h
om

eo
wn

er
 s

te
p 

ba
ck

 
an

d 
vie

w 
th

eir
 p

ro
pe

rty
 fr

om
 t

he
 s

tre
et

 a
nd

 a
ss

es
s 

wh
at

 t
he

 
ho

me
’s 

ex
te

rio
r i

s 
co

mm
un

ica
tin

g 
to

 t
he

m.
  

If 
wh

at
 t

he
y 

se
e 

is 
ov

er
-g

ro
wn

 t
re

es
 a

nd
 s

hr
ub

s 
th

at
 a

re
 h

idi
ng

 a
n 

ot
he

rw
ise

 
at

tra
ct

ive
 h

om
e, 

th
en

 t
he

 fi
rst

 t
hin

g 
to

 d
o 

is 
to

 p
ru

ne
 a

nd
 

tri
m 

th
e 

fo
un

da
tio

n 
pla

nt
ing

s. 
 If

 a
ll 

th
at

 t
he

y 
se

e 
is 

gr
ee

n, 
th

en
 s

pla
sh

es
 o

f c
olo

r s
ho

uld
 b

e 
ad

de
d 

by
 t

he
 in

st
all

at
io

n 
of

 
flo

we
rin

g 
tre

es
, s

hr
ub

s a
nd

 p
er

en
nia

l fl
ow

er
s.”

H
om

es
 w

ith
 st

ro
ng

 cu
rb

 a
pp

ea
l p

ro
vid

e 
a 

we
lco

mi
ng

 fe
eli

ng
 

to
 vi

sit
or

s r
ig

ht
 of

f t
he

 ba
t, 

an
d a

s a
 re

su
lt,

 se
ll f

as
te

r! 
Im

pr
ov

ing
 

cu
rb

 a
pp

ea
l n

ee
d 

no
t 

be
 e

xp
en

siv
e, 

an
d 

th
e 

fo
llo

wi
ng

 a
re

 a
 

ha
nd

fu
l o

f w
ay

s t
ha

t M
ar

k s
ug

ge
st

s t
o 

im
pr

ov
e 

th
e 

ap
pe

ara
nc

e 
of

 yo
ur

 h
om

e:

• 
Ins

ta
ll 

a 
co

lor
fu

l s
ilk

 w
re

at
h,

 a
 sw

ag
, a

nd
  a

 co
or

din
at

ing
 

fro
nt

 do
or

 m
at

, a
lon

g w
ith

 a 
de

co
rat

ive
 fla

g a
nd

 a 
ma

ilb
ox

 
wr

ap
 to

 ad
d 

sp
las

he
s o

f c
olo

r.
• 

Co
ns

ide
r p

ain
tin

g 
yo

ur
 fr

on
t d

oo
r a

nd
 sh

ut
te

rs 
a 

br
ig

ht
 

vib
ra

nt
 co

lor
 to

 st
an

d 
ou

t a
nd

 w
elc

om
e 

yo
ur

 g
ue

st
s.

• 
M

ain
ta

in 
yo

ur
 e

xis
tin

g 
lan

ds
ca

pe
. 

 P
ull

 w
ee

ds
, 

po
we

r 
ed

ge
 a

lon
g 

sid
ew

alk
s 

an
d 

dr
ive

s. 
 R

em
ov

e 
fa

lle
n 

lea
ve

s 
an

d 
br

an
ch

es
. A

pp
ly 

fe
rti

liz
er

 a
nd

 w
ee

d 
kil

ler
 t

o 
yo

ur
 

law
n. 

 A
 li

tt
le 

bit
 o

f 
ma

int
en

an
ce

 t
o 

yo
ur

 la
wn

 a
nd

 
lan

ds
ca

pe
 w

ill 
go

 a 
lon

g 
wa

y!

• 
A

dd
 o

ut
do

or
 li

gh
tin

g 
to

 h
ig

hli
gh

t y
ou

r h
om

es
’ f

ea
tu

re
s, 

wh
ich

 w
ill 

als
o 

ma
ke

 yo
ur

  h
om

e 
mo

re
 in

vit
ing

 a
nd

 sa
fe

r 
at

 ni
gh

t.
• 

Ins
ta

ll 
po

tt
ed

 a
nn

ua
l 

flo
we

rs,
 i

n 
gr

ou
pin

gs
, 

to
 a

dd
 

ad
dit

io
na

l s
pla

sh
es

 o
f c

olo
r, 

an
d 

to
 co

or
din

at
e 

wi
th

 yo
ur

 
ho

me
s e

xt
er

io
r.

• 
To

pd
re

ss
 e

xis
tin

g 
lan

ds
ca

pe
 b

ed
s 

wi
th

 f
re

sh
 b

ar
k 

or
 

st
on

e 
gr

ou
nd

 co
ve

r.
• 

Re
mo

ve
 a

nd
 re

pla
ce

 o
ld 

cra
ck

ed
 s

ide
wa

lks
 w

ith
 p

av
ing

 
br

ick
s t

o 
pr

ov
ide

 a 
we

lco
mi

ng
 lo

ok
.

• 
If 

yo
ur

 ho
me

 do
es

n’t
 ha

ve
 m

an
y t

re
es

, c
on

sid
er

ing
 ad

din
g 

bo
th

 sh
ad

e 
an

d 
or

na
me

nt
al 

tre
es

.
• 

If 
yo

ur
 ho

me
’s l

an
ds

ca
pin

g i
s o

ve
r t

we
nt

y y
ea

rs 
old

, t
he

n i
t 

is 
pr

ob
ab

ly 
tim

e 
to

 re
mo

ve
 an

d 
re

pla
ce

 yo
ur

 la
nd

sc
ap

ing
. 

Th
is 

wi
ll d

ra
ma

tic
all

y u
pd

at
e 

th
e 

lo
ok

 o
f y

ou
r h

om
e.

• 
If 

th
e 

sc
op

e 
of

 th
e 

wo
rk

 is
 b

ey
on

d 
wh

at
 yo

u 
ar

e 
ab

le 
to

 
do

 yo
ur

se
lf,

 th
en

 ca
ll a

nd
 hi

re
 a 

pr
of

es
sio

na
l. 

 A
cc

or
din

g 
to

 lo
ca

l r
ea

l e
st

at
e 

ex
pe

rts
, a

 p
ro

fe
ss

io
na

lly
 la

nd
sc

ap
ed

 
ho

me
 w

ill 
ad

d 
ov

er
 1

0%
 to

 th
e v

alu
e o

f y
ou

r h
om

e. 
 R

ea
l 

es
ta

te
 e

xp
er

ts
 a

gr
ee

 th
at

 p
ro

fe
ss

io
na

l l
an

ds
ca

pin
g 

is 
 a

  
gr

ea
t i

nv
es

tm
en

t f
or

 yo
ur

 h
om

e!

Li
nt

on
’s 

En
ch

an
te

d 
G

ar
de

ns
 w

as
 vo

te
d 

by
 th

e 
El

kh
ar

t T
ru

th
 

re
ad

er
s a

s t
he

 ar
ea

’s f
av

or
ite

 H
om

e a
nd

 G
ar

de
n C

en
te

r a
nd

 al
so

 
th

e 
ar

ea
’s 

fav
or

ite
 la

nd
sc

ap
e 

co
nt

ra
ct

or.
  L

an
ds

ca
pe

 e
sti

ma
te

s 
ar

e 
of

fe
re

d 
fre

e 
of

 ch
arg

e, 
an

d 
th

e 
fir

m 
of

fe
rs 

a D
o 

It 
Yo

ur
se

lf 
Pr

og
ra

m.

F
all

C
ur

b 
Ap

pe
al

O
ct

ob
er

 1
1-

12
 an

d 
18

-1
9  

Fa
ll R

ele
as

e
Ro

sw
el

l a
t L

in
to

n’s
? 

No
, b

ut
 it

 is
 a

 “R
es

tr
ict

ed
 A

re
a”

 fo
r s

er
io

us
 U

FO
 (U

nu
su

al
 F

lo
we

rin
g 

O
bj

ec
ts

) p
lan

t c
ol

le
ct

or
s!

 A
t 

th
e 

lan
di

ng
 g

ea
r o

f t
he

 a
lie

n 
sp

ac
e 

sh
ip

 y
ou

’ll
 fi

nd
 th

e 
pr

od
uc

ts
 fr

om
 o

ur
 ‘R

es
ea

rc
h 

Fa
cil

ity
’ i

n 
Br

ist
ol

. T
he

 co
ve

r-
up

 h
as

 
be

en
 b

lo
wn

 a
nd

 th
e 

wh
ist

le
-b

lo
we

rs
 h

av
e 

de
m

an
de

d 
we

 d
isc

lo
se

 th
e 

pr
es

en
ce

 o
f t

he
se

 re
su

lts
 to

 th
e 

pu
bl

ic.
 T

hi
s a

re
a,

 
pr

ev
io

us
ly

 o
ff

-li
m

its
, h

as
 b

ee
n 

op
en

ed
 u

p 
to

 cu
st

om
er

s c
las

sifi
ed

 a
s ‘

To
p 

Pl
an

t C
ol

le
ct

or
s.’

 W
e 

ar
e 

se
ek

in
g 

‘te
st

 si
gh

ts
’ 

to
 h

el
p 

ou
r R

es
ea

rc
h 

Fa
cil

ity
. E

ac
h 

U
FO

 h
as

 b
ee

n 
pr

op
er

ly
 id

en
tifi

ed
 a

nd
 ta

gg
ed

 w
ith

 it
s u

ni
qu

e 
st

at
ist

ics
. T

es
t S

ig
ht

s 
wi

ll 
be

 ch
ar

ge
d 

a 
fe

e 
to

 o
bt

ain
 th

e 
U

FO
s t

o 
co

ve
r d

isc
ov

er
y 

an
d 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t c

os
ts

.

U
FO

!

Dear friend,  If you are sick of soggy feet, there are 
several solutions from which to choose.  Water problems 
may be easily resolved by introducing a French drain, grassy 
swail or rain garden to manage water runoff. Excessive soil 
moisture swells and rots the root systems of intolerant 
plants.  This wetness displaces oxygen in the soil pores and 
can cause suffocation.   Clay soils also need modification to 
be more suitable for plant growth.   Raised beds, terraces, 
wet-weather beds, and rain gardens offer placement for 
plant solutions. 

Plants that like damp to moderately moist soils are: 
Turtlehead, Astilbe, Cardinal Flower (Lobelia), Rose 
Mallow, most Iris species, Bleeding Heart, Sweet spire, 
Inkberry, Summer sweet, Fothergilla, hardy Hibiscus, and 
Cranberry Viburnum. More delicate moist-soil plants include:  
Hellebore, Hosta, and Forget-me-not, and some Ferns & 
Epimediums.

When these are not an option in a prolonged submersion 
situation, this selection of marginal-wet plants works 
too:  Buttonbush, Red & Yellow Twig Dogwood shrub, 
Winterberry, Iris & Daylilies, and Marsh Marigold may fit in 
just fine.  Wear clogs too! 

- Mr. Smarty

Dear Mr. Smarty,
With all the rain we’ve had so far this 
year, I am having trouble with my yard 
and garden areas.  New wet areas, and no 
place to drain.  What am I to do?  
 - Signed, At Wet’s End
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OKTOBERFEST
Saturday & Sunday 
Oct. 4th & 5th

Fall 
decorations 
available!

$5.00  
includes one pumpkin.

50%-90% off 
Select Items In The Garden Centre  
& Floral & Interior Décor Shoppe

Assembled by kids
 of all ages starting at $9.99

Free straw bale maze!
Free Petting Zoo! 

Pumpkin patch
 and photo spot.

(bring your own camera)

  Build your own 
SCARECROW!
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AN EVENT LIKE NO OTHER!

315 CR 17 (at Beck Drive) 
ELKHART

574/293-9699 • Lintons.com
Mon.-Fri. 8-7 • Sat. & Sun. 8-6
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Dear friend,  If you are sick of soggy feet, there are 

several solutions from which to choose.  Water problems 
may be easily resolved by introducing a French drain, grassy 
swail or rain garden to manage water runoff. Excessive soil 
moisture swells and rots the root systems of intolerant 
plants.  This wetness displaces oxygen in the soil pores and 
can cause suffocation.   Clay soils also need modification to 
be more suitable for plant growth.   Raised beds, terraces, 
wet-weather beds, and rain gardens offer placement for 
plant solutions. 

Plants that like damp to moderately moist soils are: 
Turtlehead, Astilbe, Cardinal Flower (Lobelia), Rose 
Mallow, most Iris species, Bleeding Heart, Sweet spire, 
Inkberry, Summer sweet, Fothergilla, hardy Hibiscus, and 
Cranberry Viburnum. More delicate moist-soil plants include:  
Hellebore, Hosta, and Forget-me-not, and some Ferns & 
Epimediums.

When these are not an option in a prolonged submersion 
situation, this selection of marginal-wet plants works 
too:  Buttonbush, Red & Yellow Twig Dogwood shrub, 
Winterberry, Iris & Daylilies, and Marsh Marigold may fit in 
just fine.  Wear clogs too! 

- Mr. Smarty

Dear Mr. Smarty,
With all the rain we’ve had so far this 
year, I am having trouble with my yard 
and garden areas.  New wet areas, and no 
place to drain.  What am I to do?  
 - Signed, At Wet’s End
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